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Army must cease and desist destructive Stryker activities to sacred sites in Lihu‘e 

plains 
 
In public hearings in 2003, the community overwhelmingly opposed the U.S. 
Army’s proposed Stryker Brigade Combat Team (SBCT) expansion. Many spoke 
to the fate of cultural sites in the sacred landscape of Lihu‘e and Leilehua, 
including the birthstones of Kukaniloko and the heiau Hale’au’au.  The Army’s 
own Environmental Impact Statement for SBCT admitted that its expansion plans 
would cause “significant impacts” to wahi pana (sacred sites) in Lihu’e and 
Pohakuloa. A lawsuit by three Kanaka Maoli groups challenging the adequacy of 
the Army’s environmental impact statement is still on appeal.  Despite the 
community’s rejection of the Stryker expansion and the irreparable harm it would 
cause to the environment and to cultural sites and practices, the Army is 
proceeding with its plans.   
 
DMZ-Hawaii/Aloha ‘Aina has obtained information indicating that the US Army 
was forced to halt unexploded ordnance clearance activities in Lihu’e, the site of 
its proposed Battle Area Complex due to alleged violations of the National 
Historic Preservation Act Section 106 Programmatic Agreement governing the 
protection of cultural sites.  Cultural monitors reported that workers had bulldozed 
across a protective site buffer for Hale’au’au Heiau and cited numerous other 
violations of the Programmatic Agreement.  OHA has threatened a lawsuit for 
violations of the Programmatic Agreement.  
 
DMZ-Hawai’i / Aloha ‘Aina maintains that the proposed Stryker Brigade 
expansion wrongfully utilizes Hawaiian national lands (“Ceded Lands”) and is 
incompatible with Hawaiian values of aloha ‘aina and malama ‘aina.   
 
DMZ-Hawaii/Aloha ‘Aina calls on the US Army to immediately: 

 
1) Cease and desist all Stryker Brigade expansion activities, especially 

the destructive activities to the sacred Lihu‘e and Leilehua plains.  It is 
impossible to “mitigate” desecration.   

 
2) Conduct a thorough damage assessment of Kanaka Maoli cultural and 

sacred sites in Stryker project areas.  
 

3) Conduct cultural surveys of all affected lands, as required by the 
Programmatic Agreement, under the auspices of qualified Kanaka 
Maoli cultural experts.  

 



4) Make public all documents related to the documentation and 
preservation of na wahi pana and the removal of unexploded ordnance 
in Stryker project areas. 

 
5) Provide adequate resources (time and money) for na kia’i (cultural 

monitors), so that they may perform their important work unhindered.  
 

6) We demand immediate religious access to the affected sites, to see 
what has been done, and to perform cleansing rituals. 

 
In spite of the U.S. illegal occupation of our homeland, we still bear the kuleana 
of maintaining the life of the land.  DMZ Hawaii/Aloha ‘Aina expects a prompt and 
favorable response to this request.  
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