Nuclear Contamination on Kalama Atoll
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Nuclear Disaster Area
In 1962 four failed nuclear missile launches from Kalama
contaminated the atoll and reefs with plutonium. Some of the
plutonium-contaminated soil and coral was dumped in the
lagoon or shipped to the Nevada Test Site for disposal. Other
contaminated debris was dumped into the ocean.
Nuclear Dump Proposed
The Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) proposes
to bury the remaining pile of contaminated soil and debris in
an unlined coral pit on Kalama. DTRA plans to leave radioactive “hot spots” buried beneath the surface.
Plutonium is extremely toxic if ingested or inhaled, even
in small amounts. It remains hazardous for a long time; the
half-life of Plutonium is 24,000 years.
Kalama is very low and exposed to storms and tsunami.
Due to the heavy human alteration of the geography, the
island is extremely prone to erosion. DTRA’s own report estimates that the sea wall could fail within 30-50 years, and that
once this happens, the landfill would be breached, releasing
the radioactive contents into the environment.
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NO NUCLEAR LANDFILL ON KALAMA!

